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Welcome back and could I begin by wish you a 

successful and prosperous New Year.  We are just 

commencing the second half of another packed 

Institution of Mechanical Engineers (West Cumbria) 

Events Programme, so I thought Iôd drop you a line 

to recap on some of the highlights of the first half of 

our season and give a taster of whatôs still to come in 

the months ahead. 

Our season began in September and once again 

we have tried to ensure that our events schedule is 

as varied as possible with lectures on the Tornado 

(From Dream to Steam) also on the Highway  

Infrastructure Challenges posed by the floods in 

2009 and visits to Envirohomes in Aspatria and a 

state of the art recycling plant being commissioned 

at Carlisle which was combined with a visit to the 

Carlisle aviation museum. With regards to  

educational activities we have once again been very 

busy, we have been involved in 3 different events 

around our area to a combined audience of over 200 

students. You can read more about these inside this  

Newsletter. 

Moving on to the second half of our schedule we 

are planning a further 4 visits/talks and of course our 

8th Annual Dinner. A copy of our current events 

programme is on the back of this newsletter with our 

compliments.  Please feel free to pin it up at work or 

home to remind you and others what is going on, 

and remember you donôt need to be a member of the 

Institution to take advantage of our events.   

Anyone of all ages can come along.  Events that I 

should draw your attention to are our trips to 

Fellside, Nissan (Sunderland) and Workington Life 

Boat as places on these will be limited so book early 

with the event organisers to avoid disappointment. 

Work has also commenced on this yearôs Annual 

Dinner which will once again be held at ENERGUS 

Workington and we have secured ex-Olympian  

Sharron Davies MBE as our guest speaker, to link in 

with the build up to the games taking place in  

London this summer. The Dinner will once again be 

linked to another major educational activities such as 

the Girl's In Engineering and Bloodhound Primary 

School Challenge events we ran last June. 

I look forward to seeing you soon. 

 

Best Wishes. 

 

 

Tom Pritt CEng FIMechE BEng (Hons) 

Chairman ï IMechE (West Cumbria)
thomas.pritt@virgin.net 
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mineral insulation.  He then continued to  

explain the LoftPOD initiative.  LoftPod  

provides a rather unique building service and is 

one of the quickest and simplest ways to  

undertake a loft conversion. This simple 

LoftPod idea sees a fully pre-built loft  

extension, constructed offsite, with all precise 

standards and fittings installed and delivered  ï 

all tailored to each customersô specific  

requirement. 

The attendees then went downstairs to see 

how these design principles are put into  

practice with a factory tour.  

 

 

 

 

Lloyd Neale, IMechE West Cumbria 

Sixteen members were treated to a superb 

insight into the business and manufacturing 

processes for the production of Low and Zero 

Carbon Off-Site Manufactured Buildings in 

Aspatria. EnviroHomes are the only company, 

in the UK, to design and install a zero carbon 

school building. 

Simon Astill explained how EnviroHomes 

Ltd not only manufactures complete buildings 

but also Vacupor Vacuum Insulation Panels.  

These are the most thermally efficient  

insulation materials in use in the construction 

industry today - giving the same performance 

as mineral wool but with 10% of the thickness.  

The visual comparison of insulation thickness 

between them was very impressive.  Especially 

in applications where there is insufficient floor 

space to allow for the very much thicker  

Forty-two IMechE Members and members 

of the public met at Hundith Hill Hotel for a  

presentation by David Elliot, Director of  

Engineering of the A1 Steam Locomotive 

Trust, outlining the experience of building and 

operating the steam locomotive Tornado. 

Tornado is a "Peppercorn" A1 Pacific class 

locomotive and is the UK's first mainline steam 

locomotive to be built in over 50 years.  In 

1990 a group of people came together to  

realise an ambition to build a brand new  

Peppercorn locomotive.  This was finally  

realised in 2008 with the unveiling ceremony at 

the NRM in York and Tornado was born. 

David gave a lively presentation with slides 

and video covering the trials and tribulations of 

building and operating a new locomotive.  He 

outlined some of the challenges of building a 

steam locomotive in todayôs safety and  

manufacturing culture covering such issues as; 

the old and incomplete drawings, the joy of 

finding almost a full set of prints, how to build 

to modern standards, incorporating modern 

safety equipment to enable operation on a very 

different rail network to that of yester year and 

also finding a workforce capable of carrying out 

work that required long forgotten skills. 

David then shared some of the experiences 

of running Tornado.  Tornado ran in most  

areas of England for most of 2009 and 2010, 

mainly in the south of England but some  

excursions to the north including the line round 

the Cumbrian coast.  He outlined how small 

problems were overcome as they arose but a  

boiler problem resulted a major overhaul in 

early 2011.  The boiler was returned to the 

manufacturer in Germany (unfortunately UK 

manufacture was not possible but a benefit of 

the cold war was Germany has the capability 

to build steam locomotive).  By mid 2011  

Tornado was back in steam starting with a test 

run to Scarborough in May. 

This was a most enjoyable talk,  

enthusiastically received by all who attended. 

 

Jim Skeen, IMechE West Cumbria 

TRIALS AND  TRIBULATIONS  OF TORNADO  
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